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January 21, 2007
The Commands of Our Lord
BORN AGAIN
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

John 3:4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?"

John 3:5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

John 3:6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 3:7 "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'”
The mystery of being born again continues to be discussed by Christians and non-Christians even after Jesus first made the command over 2000 years ago.  I hear people being categorized as “born-again Christians” often in a rather derogatory manner by people who are not Christians.  I say that the phrase is redundant because if a person is not born again then he is not a Christian.  Of course Jesus beat me to that statement by over 2000 years with verse five above!  Since being born again is a prerequisite to being a Christian, perhaps I should have made it the first in a series of commands by our Lord.  Jesus challenged Nicodemus, as a teacher, that he did not know this basic truth:

John 3:9 “Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"

John 3:10 Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not understand these things?”

I am astonished when I hear “church people” today arguing about whether one must be born again to be a Christian.  Jesus theologically answered the question in verse four above.  Now please allow me to elaborate.  When I was born physically, I had a body and a soul and I existed in the image of Adam:

Genesis 5:3 “When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.”
Moses then traces the lineage of Seth all the way to Noah and, of course, all people are descendents of Noah.  Therefore everyone physically born is born in the image of Noah who was born in the image of Seth who was born in the image of Adam.  When Adam sinned he immediately died in the spirit and eventually died in the body.  Since I was then born physically in the image of Adam I was born in the first category mentioned by Jesus: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh”.  But to be in the image of God I needed a spirit nature, which is what died in Adam immediately when he sinned in The Garden.  It is only after this second birth that I would be in the second category mentioned by Jesus:  “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”.  So being born again means that I was first born of the flesh and then of the Spirit so that I would be a person with a body, soul, and spirit.  After being born again I exist in the image of God and can now communicate with Him since I now have a spirit.  What a wonderful miracle!  This necessity had been prophesied many years before the proclamation of Jesus by Ezekiel:
Ezekiel 36:25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.

Ezekiel 36:26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

Ezekiel 36:27 "And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”
This command to be born again is for any who would want to enter the kingdom of God.  The command is for all colors, cultures, classes, and ethnicities.  A dead person cannot give himself life!  Another person cannot make another person to be born again.  Only God can make us alive physically and spiritually.  I can no more will myself to be born again than I could have chosen my birth parents.  
John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

The above is so clear.  Those who received Jesus had already been born of the Spirit and then they could be declared children of God!  If you are a child of God then God has already answered this command for you by causing you to be born again.  Please also remember the diagram from the letter last week that hopefully explains sanctification.  Although being born again is a single occasion, sanctification is a life-long work in which we all partake.  Praise God and to Him be the glory!
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